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the Rev. Mr. Auris’s Account of the Revival of 
Religion at Somers fini/hed. 


to the Houfe of Gop and Ais Worfip, that feeming 
Pleafure and Satisfaction there is in attending upon all 
religious Duties, even in thofe that in Times patt feeni 1 

to live unmindful of Gop and hisWorfhip. Some who tc!- 
dom came to the public Worthip of Gop on the Lord's Day 
do now conftantly and devoutly attend thereupon: and not 
only the Worfhip of Gop on the Lord’s-Day, but on the 
WekDay. The Houfe of Gon is very much fill’d*; where 
a public Lecture hath been preach’d once a Fortnight tor tone 
Time ; and for fome Months paft almoft conftanthy ome a 
‘eek. And there is not only a devoutAttendance hereupon 
by thofe Perfons that feem’d to be almoit without a Form ot 
Religion ; but thofe Perfons are conftantly meeting together 
once or twice a Week on the Evening, to feck Gon by Prayer. 
There is but one Night in the]Veck as l am informed, but what 
elderly ot middle Aged or young People or Children meet toge- 
ther in different Parts of the Town in Companies, to pray to 
Gop and fingPraifestohim. And what is very remarkable, 
Children that could nos be perfuaded thro’ Fear without Dit- 
ficulty to ftep out of the Door in adark Evening, will now 
go alone two and fome three Males thro’ a thick Wood, to 
join together in praying, reading, and finging Pfalms: the 
dark Night is no Hindrance to them, nor the Badnefs of the 
Weather. Thofe Youths that delighted themfelves in Fro- 
licking and Mifchief, have wholly left it off ; and fay, they 
take more Pleafure and Satisfaction in fervingGod, than ever 
they did in the Ways of Sinand Satan. Yea, thofe Things 
that were pleafing to them, are now as the Gall of Afps and 
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Wormwood. Some Heads of Families, as far as 1 can learn, 
that never pray’d in their Families, are now conftant therein 
Morning and Evening. 

Some that have wrong’d others in their Names and Eftates, 
have freely and voluntarily confefs’d their Faults and made 
Satisfagtion. I know of many fuch Inftances. 

Quarrels and Contentions between Neighbour and Neigh- 
bour which have fubfifted for many Years, and no Means 
could effect a Reconciliation, are now at an End : and there 
is feemingly an hearty Love and Affection to each other. 
‘Thofe Perfons who were fomewhat addi€ted to Swearing and 
very much to vain frothy Expreffions, have wholly left 
them off, and have a Savour of Religion in all their 
Difcourfes. 

It would take up a great Deal of Time, more perhaps 
than you would be willing tofpend in reading, if Ifhould at- 
tempt to let you know the various Impreffions that are made 
upon the Minds of Profeffors, whereby fuch a Change is 
wrought. To inftance in a few Particulars. 

Some have a great Senfe of the Majeffy of Gon, which 
fills them with Fear and Trembling ; and a Senfe of their 
own Nothingnefs, which makes them to cry out, / am a 
W¥Vorm and no Man. ' 

Some have a Senfe of the Holine/s of Gop, and fora long 
‘Fime can’t be brought to think that ever God wil] admit 
fuch finful and unholy Creatures imto the heavenly World 
when they die. 


Some have a Senfe of the Power of Gop, and_his Ability 
to fave Sinners. 

Some have a Senfe of the Beauty, of the Excellency and, 
Love of Curist, which draws. forth their whole. Souls 
to him. 

Some have a Senfe of the evil and vile Nature of Sin. To 
fyme, particular Sins are {o fet home to their Confciences, as 
that they are in dreadful Diftrefs and Anguith of Spirit Day 
and Night for fome Weeks together, before they find Eafe 
for their burthen’d Souls. 

Some have a Senfe of the Bvilof Sin in general, and: par- 
ticular Sins not fet home to their Confciences remarkably. 
Others, particular Sins fill with great Anguifh.and Diftrefs. 
Such an one I was fent for to converfe with. 
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It was a Child about nine Years of Age, which feem’d to 
me to be in as great Anguifh and Diftrefs by Reafon of fome 
particular Sins, as if it had aétual Flames of Fire feiz’d on 
it. There were feveral Children in the Room and Negrees : 
untowhom it addrefs’d it felf, particularly warning ’em of thefe 
and thofe Sins for which She faid the muft burn in Hell : It 
addrefs’d herfelf to the Negroes, faying ** Don’t go to Hell 
‘© with me, I would go alone, | don’t defire Indians and Negroes 
‘* fhould be as miferable as I fhall be by and by.’ Ladvis’d her 
to lift up her Heart to Gop in Prayer for Mercy : and ac- 
cordingly fhe did, and made Ufe of this Expreffion in the 
moft lively Manner ; ** Good LORD let me fee all my Sins ; 
“© but don’t let me fee themall at once; let me fee themas 1 
“© can bear them : if thou letteft me fee them all at once, J fall 
‘© immediately go te Hell. 

Some other Inftances there have been among us of Children 
and Youth ; whofe Anguifh and Diftrefs for Sin hath been fo 
great, that I can no Ways defcribe it to you, to convey a 
true and lively Idea thereof. 

And fome who have been in great Diftrefs, have had in 
due Time proportionable Joy and Comfert : and others 
again not. Gop hath infinite Ways almoft, if I'may fo ex- 
prefs it, of beginning and carrying on his own Work in the 
Hearts of the Children of Men. 

There have been fome among us of a@// Ages andSexes that 
have fhar’d in the boundlefs Riches of Gon’sGrace : middle- 
aged Perfons, eldérly ; and one of feventy-fix Years of Age hath 
been as I am in Charity bound to think, a Subjeét of the 
amazing Power and Grace of Gop. 

Chriftians have been wonderfully fill’d, enliven’d ard 
quickened by the Sprrit of Gop. But the rifing Genera- 
tion hath in a more general and remarkable Manner fhar’d in 
the Out-pouring of the Spirit of Gop. 

lhave given you a fhort but imperfect Account of the 
wonderful Things Gop hath done and is doing among us. 
But you would think (I may fafely fay ) that the one Half 
had not been told you, if you knew the Circumftances of 
thisPeople in Times paft, & what they arenow.’ We are 2’- 
moft in every Refpeét a refermedPeople. ‘To Gon be all the 
Praife and Glory. 

I would intreat your Prayers at the Throne of Grace, 
both for me and this People ; that we may have ftil the 
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Tokens of the divine Prefence, and that we may live up-to 
the peculiar and diftinguifhing Mercies of Gop manifefted. 
toward a finful and backfliding People. 
From your unworthy Servant and Fellow-Labourer 
In the Gofpel Miniftry, 
SAMUEL.ALLIS. 
._ N.B Some Months ago, we fet a part a Day of public 
Thank/giving to Gop, for the Revival of Religion, and 
the remarkable Out-pouring of bis Spirit. And I 
think there were evident Tokens of God’s owning 
aus and accepting of our Sacrifices. 
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Revival of Religon at MippLEBOROUGH in the County of 
PLyMouTH, about thirty-feven Miles South Ealtward of 
Bofton : in @ Letter from the Rev. Mr.PETER THACHER 
Paftor of the Firft Church or Eafterly Precinct there, to 
the Rev. Mr. Pritice of Bofton. 


Rev. & D. Sir. Middleborough, Dec. 21.17 41. 
I Take this Opportunity to give you a more particular Ac- 

count of the glorious Work.oF Conwidtion and Conver fion of 
‘Souls the fovereign GOD is lately carrying on by thePreach- 
ing of the Word. I do it, Sir, that Gop may have the /ole 
Glory of his Grace, to filence Gainfayers, and encourage the 
Hearts of thofe engag’d in and purfuing this Work. 

It hath been a ‘Time of fatal Deadnefs thro’ the Town. 
Religion.dying, Prayers dropt.in many Families, the Ways 
to Zion unoccupied : But ome I think in the Space of smear 
two Years that had offer’d to Communion. Some Half a 
Dozen had been rouzed by Mr. TENNENT’s Preaching : 
but they were before blamelefsProfeflors. ‘Thefe with fome 
confiderable Additions to their Number were again awak- 
ened by the Miniftry of the pious Mr. Rocers. Yet tho’ 
theirConvictions were remarkable,they feem’d to give no‘ad- 
ditional Strength to the Power of Religion ; becaufe among 
thofe that-had the Form of Godlinefs before. But hereby 
Gop was preparing me fome fweet Helpers ; tho’ the Devil 
from this Circumftance took Occafion to reproach this 
Work : fo that from this Time I may date the open Strife 
between the Houfes of Davidand of Saul that yet fubfifts. 
The Enmity and Oppofition to this Work in all the Parts of 
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its is. with utmoft Art and Induftry propagated ; fup-. 
ported with the moft palpable Lyes, falfe Infinuations, and’ 
injurious Reports, and many other Ways to fcatter the Seeds’ 
of, Divifion amongus ; of which we were languifhing by the 
deep Wounds before. 
. To return, it was on a Tuefaay, 1 bemoan’d my fad Cafe 
to the neighbouring Minifters at a public Lecture ; propos’d’ 
a Fat the next Week on the Wednefday ; and had the ready 
Promife of the Company of diverfeof them. The Friday after. 
Gop fent that dear YouthMr.Crocker. He preach’d twa 
Sermons : confiderableMeltings. Saturday Morning preach’d 
another : after the Exercife was over, one cried-out bitterly, 
that affected many. Diverfe more were wounded on the 
Sabbath ; the Evening after which, my Room was fill’d with 
diftrefS’d Souls. Next Day Mr. Crocker came again and 
preach’d : the Affembly generally melted, but filent ;  ’till 
the Bleffing given, and we had got without Doors, wlicn 
there were many, I fuppofe I may fay near one Hundred cried 
out. We return’d,and loudly invited them into theMeeting 
Houfe again, which they crowded into with loud Screiches, 
wringing of Hands, and Floods of Tears, that could not be 
altogether frlenced to attend the farther Prayers made with and 
Counfels giventothem. Many of thefe Diftref’d were of 
the neighbouring Parifhes. As I was turning from the 
Crowd, many whifper’d thus in my Ears, ¢ O my dear M4- 
© nifter I never loved you before, but now I do.’ &c. My Rooms 
that Night were crowded. I preach’d to them ; to which they 
ave filent and feriousAttention. But Oh, after the Service, 
what Heart-affe&ting Crys! One crying to another, ** O 
‘© J amgoing to Hell! I have frolick’d with you and finned 
«6 with you ! O what difmalCompany fhall we be one for another 
«© jn Hell! Othe Hours and Nights we have fpent in Singing 
©¢ and Dancing and frolicking Mirth ! On every fach Word, 
they would anew fcreich,cry,condemn, and warn each other : 
and IJ think it went round the Rooms ; O the cur/ed Frolicks ! 
They had never prayed in their Lives ! had not hearken’d to any 
Counfels, but foun’d their Minifter as a Serpent, for fear of fome 
Counfel or Reproof. 

Tucfday Night I preach’d again, being the Evening before 
the Faft. A tedious Storm it was: yet a confiderable Af- 
fembly. The Faf-Day, a crowded Affembly : and many 
crying out after the Exercifes were over. Since which there 
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have been ordinarily at every Sermon more or lefs wounded, 
as appear’d afterwards. 

I will now obferve, cn whom chiefly this Work hath taken 
hold, and how it operates. It hath in the firft Place, awak- 
ened many Church Members, where it firft began. They were 
detected of their Aypacrify.. One told me, ‘* He did but 
** delude me, when he offered himfelf to Communion ; he took 
‘© more Pleafure in a Frolick, than at the Lord’s Table ; 
«¢ rather be with Singers and Dancers and rude Jefters than 
«© with ferious Perfons.’”? Another, ** That notwith{tand- 
‘© ing his Profeffion, he was glad to be diverted, as he often 
** was, from /ecret and family Devotion”. Others convin- 
ced of fecret Wrongs they had done to the Name and E/ffate of 
others, of which they never were fufpected. More than a 
Score of thefe Infances. And can this be from any other than 
the Hoty Spirit of Gop? Others confeffing their /ecret 
Prejudices to their Minifters ; yet never fufpeéted. Numbers 
brought to pray in their, Families, to inftrué? and catechife their 
Children. "The Tavern Clubs all divided. To give you a 
feeling Inftance. The laff Monday was z general Military 
Mu/fter of three Companies. 1 was told that one of the Heads 
of thofe Clubs got a Chamber full of his Companions about 
him ; and there with many Tears, related the Trouble he 
had endured for his Sins with them in that very Chamber ; 
and then as well as he could painted out his Terrors for thofe 
Sins, beg’d and warned them to repentin Time. That 
Evening before feven o’Clock they were generally divided in 
the feveralNeighbourhoods into little prayingAflemblies : but 
few obferved to be difguifed with Drink. Can this be from 
any other than the Spirit of Gop ? 

Thofe under this Work are exceeding full of Love one to 
another ; even where old Grudges were before. Religion, 
efpecially the Nature, Neceffity and Marks of CONVERSION, 
is become the general Subject of Converfation. But few 
have appeared with fuch Tranfports of Joy, as in other 
Places ; but have attained to fome comfortable Hopes that 
they do not reft fhort of Curist. Thofe who have had 
fuch Joys, tell me they arrive to it in this Way ; Firft a- 
wakened to fee the many and horrible Acts of Sin thro’ their 
Lives 3 then led to a View of their Original Sin, the Guilti- 
nefs and utter Helplefnefs of their Condition, of the Suffici- 
éncy of Jesus Curist: They beheld him in his Word, 
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embrace and go out to the Promife, and Curist in the 
Promife ; and this the Foundation of their Comfort : They 
feel the Change in their Wills. Coming from an Evening 
Leture, I afk’'d anINDIAN Woman, * Well hew is it 
$¢ with your Soul” ‘© O Str, faid the, ** lam a finful, 
S* impotent, odious, wretched Creature ; but when 1 can get to 
s¢ a Promife, Curist helping me, I find Comfort and Reft.”’ 
Bebold O Defpifers and wonder, &c. This is indeed a cém- 
mon Anfwer I.have from feveral Indians ; One Child of 
about mine Years old, another about /even, befides fome 
grown Perfons.. 

The Complaints of the Awakened are various. Generally 
of Heart-Plagues : thePain of which made one of the ftrongeft 
young Men its Town {weat in a cold Seafon, Some of /pi- 
ritual Ignorance. Some of one Sin, fome of another. All of 
their Pride and Obftinacy of Will, and Enmity of Heart to an 
holy Gop : this Complaint general. Again, their Help they 
feek by the reading and hearing Gop’s Vord : That’s now 
precious to them: they fee it a Rule, a perfec? Rule of Faith 
and Praétice: ‘They are greedy to hear it preach’d. Ihave 
publicLeftures everyTuefday & Friday ; and from the Meeting 
Houfe, they follow me to my own, for another Serfhon: fo 
that one Sermon doth not fatisfy them in a Day, tho’ often 
revolving, and from a feeble weak decay’d old Man too. 

To conclude, where the Work is deep and effectual, it ap- 
pears with fervent Devotion in and to all the Aés of /ocial 
Coimmunion with Gop ; Praying, Hearing, Singing, holyCon- 

“ference, ftriét Sabbath-Sanétification, a new Turn of Thoug't 
on fpiritual and eternal Things, andanew Flame of Ajfec- 
tion to them and Delight in them. I can’t defcerid into 
Particulars ; Time is precious with me, and I can’t attend 
all in their Defires. 

Now if the/eInftances,which might be multiply’d,are judged 
of in a fcriptural Light ; I think all the regenerateWorld,not 
bias’d & prepoffefs’d ,muft judge this to bear the trueCharafe- 
rifticks of the genuine Work of the Hory Spirit, and can’t 
without Blafphemy againft the Hoty Guost be imputed to 
anevil Spirit. Oh thatthe Difpifers would believe Crist 
for es : or dou they. don’t, they muft won- 
der and perifh. The Oppe s to it, Mifreprefentations 
and; Accufations of it, are but fo many Arguments to_ prove 
ita.diwing Work, and an Evidence that the holy Gop is 
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making great Hafte to encompafs his Elect : and when that is 
over, the Door will be faut ! Wotothem that fhall be left } 
What this portends, the Lorn wil! prepare his Jewels for ; 
notwithftanding,the worft that can be faid todefame or leffen * 
the Glory of Curis in it. May the/Merd of theLorb run 
more and more, and ourREDEEMER be more and more glo- 
rify’d | Dear Sir, help me with your Prayers, that I may be 
found faithful, in every Capacity, under every Trial & Temp- 
tation, that annoys and follows me,even until Death. To the 
€Srace of our dear Lonp I recommend you, and defire to be 
by you recommended, and am your unworthy yet loving 
Brother, Peter THACHER. 


wie can defcribe the Joys that rife, 
Thro’ all the Courts of Paradife, 
To fee a Prodigal return, 

To fee an Heir of Glory born. 


With Joy the FatHeR doth approve 
The Fruit of his eternal Love ; 
The Son with Joy looks down and fees 
The Purchafe of bis Agonies. 
The Seinit takes Delight to view 
The holy Soul he form’d anew ; 
And Saints and Angels join to fing 
The growing Empire of their Kina. 
Dr. Watrs, 








Corrections from No. 41. inclufrvely. 

pas 321, I. 20. read ungrateful and difhonourable. 

p- 326, |. laft but 12, r. Hope that is within them, 

p- 327 1. 14. r. to be Pleafantne/; 

p- 383, 1. laft but 4, r. Generalityof Profeffirs 

p- 384, 1. 28. r. till it was late 

Pp. 404, |. 4, r. the Hand of Whom 

p- 405, L 7, 1. And their Lives 
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